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The Grout-Heard House is open to the public on Tuesdays and Fridays, 9:30 – Noon 

 
 
SOCIETY “A VITAL FORCE IN TODAY’S WORLD” 
 
A good historical society, according to an article I recently read in a preservation magazine, is 
one that is not only a repository of past local history, but also a vital force in today’s world. I am 
proud to proclaim that using this definition, the Wayland Historical Society is a more-than-good 
one. The curatorial team of Lois and Joanne Davis [no relation!] are constantly serving the public 
who seek to connect with their ancestors or with special places in Wayland. Town groups have  
sought us out for anniversary celebrations -- Parmenter and the elementary schools to name a 
few. When I go to Mel’s, I see historical photos from our collection decorating the walls of a 
popular eatery. The Wayland Town Crier has also featured articles on local history excerpted 
from Wayland A-Z, edited by Evelyn Wolfson and Dick Hoyt, and published under the auspices 
of the Historical Society. 
 
I especially love to hear about the popularity of our educational offerings. With Kathy Heckscher 
and Marney Ives [both formerly on Wayland’s teaching staff] at the helm and their contingent of 
former teachers to help with programs, Wayland schoolchildren can learn about the rich and 
unique heritage of their town. Whether on field trips or in visits to the Grout-Heard House, 
students can learn about Wayland’s early settlement, its role in the opening hours of the 
American Revolution or its Native American inhabitants. In addition to class visits, after school 
activities provide enrichment to students and hands-on activities that acquaint them with life in 
the past. 
 
My visits to the Grout-Heard House are a constant source of delight to me especially on those 
mornings when it is a beehive of activity. The past few months were an added treat as Wayland 
High School senior Kennis Forte worked as a summer intern and introduced modern technology  
into the preservation of photographs from our extensive archives. I was gratified to hear that 
Kennis wanted to extend her stay into the school year. 
 
While I am glad to know that the Wayland Historical Society is a “good” one in the way the 
article described, I was certainly not surprised to find out that we qualified. In fact, I cannot 
imagine it being any other way. I have always believed the past to be inextricably linked to  
the present. The more we learn about our past, and heed the lessons it teaches us, the better off 
our lives and those of future generations will be. 
 
Jane Sciacca 
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NEW MEMBER OPEN HOUSE 
 

Tours of Wayland Historic District and of the Grout-Heard House will highlight our new 
member open house on Saturday, October 4th.  Drop in between ten and noon that morning for a 
tour of the Center with Gretchen Schuler, Historic District Chairman.  You will have a chance to 
see Wayland's first town hall and its first post office and to learn who once lived in those lovely 
old houses. 

 
You may have walked through the Grout-Heard House rooms at Holiday time, but here is your 
chance to discover the House's history and find out about its many treasures. Tours will run 
continuously, thanks to docents, Lois Davis, Marney Ives, Joanne Davis and Kathy and John 
Heckscher.  Current as well as new members are welcome. 
 
Kate Jenney will serve up coffee and blueberry muffins.   

 
 

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE 
 
Join us on Monday, October 20, at 7:30 pm at the Wayland Public Library as we examine why 
the framers of the Constitution decided that the best way to elect a President and Vice-President 
was through the Electoral College rather than by the direct election of the people. The decision to 
elect our presidents through the Electoral College was only one of many compromises made at 
the Constitutional Convention. As Benjamin Franklin put it, we spend a great deal of time 
"sawing boards to make them fit." 
 
This program is presented by Presidential Historian Dr. Gary Hylander, a professor of American 
History at Stonehill College and is co-sponsored by the Wayland Public Library and the 
Wayland Council on Aging. 
 
 
TOUR OF KIRKSIDE 
 
Kirkside, that majestic old house which faces First Parish Church, will open its doors to 
Historical Society members on Sunday, November 9. Joan and Chris Hagger will host an open 
house for members only from 2 to 4 p.m. Their home is located at 221 Boston Post Road.  
 
When the house was built in 1815, timbers from the 1726 Fourth Meeting House and from the 
1687 Third Meeting House were provided to the builders on condition that the house would 
include a room large enough to hold Town Meetings. The forty-foot long room, where Town 
Meetings were held for more than twenty years, needed two fireplaces to warm the spacious 
room.  
 
When the first Town Hall was built in 1841, Kirkside had no further official function but 
continued as a dwelling and as a store, where dry goods and groceries were sold. The former 
Town Meeting room became a ballroom. Its block-printed French wallpaper depicting scenes 



from the arctic, temperate and tropical zones, is in remarkable condition, although more than 150 
years old. Owner Chris Hagger will be on hand to describe the history of the house and ballroom.  

 
Other Kirkside rooms will be open including the dining room where Minnette Harrington will 
preside over refreshments.  
 

 
“Kirkside” – Home of Chris and Joan Hagger 

 
 
AMERICAN HISTORY THROUGH ANTIQUE DOLLS 
 
Old-fashioned dolls will be used to introduce 12 third, fourth, and fifth grade girls to American 
history in an after school program at the Grout-Heard House.  Each of the four dolls from the 
Historical Society’s extensive collection comes from a unique time period, between 1775 and 
1900.  The dolls will be used to introduce issues where Wayland’s history was touched by 
American historical events – the Revolution, immigration, transportation, and women’s rights – 
in a program entitled “Antique Dolls and the Stories They Tell.”  Each of the four October 
sessions will feature activities, crafts, and games, as well as snacks appropriate to that particular 
time period. 



 
2008 DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
Date-Time-Place Event 

  
Saturday, October 4th, 10:00 - Noon 
Grout-Heard House, Wayland Center 

New Member Open House/Tours of Wayland 
Historic District & Grout-Heard House 

  
Monday, October 20th, 7:30 p.m. 
Wayland Public Library 

The Electoral College 
Dr. Gary Hylander, Stonehill College 

  
Sunday, November 9th, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
“Kirkside” (adjacent to 1st Parish Church) 

Tour of Kirkside (WHS members only!) 
Chris & Joan Hagger 

  
Sunday, December 7th, 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
Grout-Heard House, Wayland Center 

Holiday Open House 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


